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VI. A Letter frem Mr. Ralph Thoresby, P. flj. 5,. 
ro Dr. Hans Sloanc, R. S. Seer, concerning fome 
Roman Antiquities obJerVed in Yorkshire.. 

Leeds, April 23, 1709. 
Honoured SIR, 

THERE have fome Roman Monuments been lately 
found amongft the Ruins upon Adel or Echop- 
Moor, but having no legible Infcriptions, they are not 
worth troubling you with the Draughts of them, only 
their. Size feem'd ftrange to me at firft ; that there Oiould 
be Altars fo fmall, was indeed no furprize, I having one 
(infertedin the New Britannia, p. 782.) little different j 
but that any other fort of CommemorativeMonuments 
fhould be fo little as eighteen Inches high, and only fix 
broad, was new to me, till I found others as fmall, tho 
of richer Materials, being Marble, in the Noble Colle- 
ctions ofChriftopber Wren Efqj and Mr. Kjmpe ; whereas 
thefe are of a very courfe Stone, as Dr. Lifter has truly 
obferved, molt of thofe found in the North are. One 
of thefe, as appears by. the JDifcus, has been evidently 
one of their portable Altars 5 but another inilead of the 
Hearth, having three inure Rolls or Wreaths, 'tis cer- 
tain was never defign'd for that purpofe. 

When the Vefiigia of this Roman Station were firft 
difcovered,, fof which fee Numb. 282 of the Philofoph. 
Tranfatfions) I was ready to fancy it to have been the 
Adeltocum of theAncients,from fome remains of the Name 
in the prefent Adle or Adel, as it is writ both in the 
Monafiic Anglic, and fome ancient Charts in my poiTeffi- 
®n j but when. I was laft ^i. London, having by the fa- 
vour 



vour of Peter Le Neve Efq; Norrqy King at Arms, an 
opportunity of perufing that Venerable Record Domcjday- 
Book in the Exchequer,, I found bsfides Jdek and Echofe 
beforementioned, another Place in the Neighbourhood, 
call'd Burghedurum or Burgdunum, which I am now 
ready to conclude, was the Ancient Roman Name of this 
Station: That the Itinerary is filent herein, is no Argu- 
ment againftitj for none, I prefume, do imagine that 
the Names of all the Towns in the Province are there 
recited, but only fuch as lie upon thofe Roads that are 
particularly mention d ; but that it has, at leaft, the Ap- 
pearance of a Roman Name may be argued, becaufe 
Burgi was the common Name whereby they called fuch 
Caltles or Forts as were convenient for War, and well 
ftored with Provifions of Corn, as appears by the Au- 
thorities quoted by Camden and Burton in their Notes up- 
on the Roman Vertera, or Burgh under Stanemoor ; and 
the Burgundians rec'd their Name 'from their inhabiting 
fuch Caftles ; and to me it feems probable, that the fmaii 
fquared Stones, wherewith the very Antique Church at 
Adel is built, were brought from the Ruins of fuch a 
Caftle, and gave rife thereby to an old Tradition, which 
continues to this day, that AdeUQhurch once flood upon 
Black-hifly the place where thefe Roman Monuments were 
found j the elevated fituation of which place furfic-iently 
accounts. for the termination of the Name, the Gaulish 
or British Dunum, which fignifies a Hilly or Mountain- 
ous Place, being naturalized in the Roman Provincial 
Language. I fliall only add, that within a Mile of it, 
there are two fcattering Houfes, that do. to this Day re- 
tain the Name of Burden- (for Burgdun-) Head. 
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